
For my family members who have fled from 

corruption and opression in Cuba with hopes for a better 

life in the United States of America. 

For Yotuel (Yotuel Romero), Gente de Zona (Alexander 

Delgado and Randy Malcom), Descember Bueno, Maykel 

Osorbo, and El Funky (Eliecer Márquez Duany) who 

courageously used their voices to spark change and 

helped the Cuban people to no longer be afraid.
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My name is Rosie. This photograph was taken a few 

months before my family made a daring decision, one 

that changed our lives forever. You see, Cuba was my 

homeland, an island in the Caribbean Sea. Life there was 

hard, but we made the best of it. As time went by, Cuba 

became place that could no longer be a safe haven for my 

family and me.
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This is Fidel Castro, a man who once ruled on the 

island. Before he took over, Cuba was a place where 

people were truly happy and free. Fidel made sure that 

everyone followed his rules and did as they were told. 

This led to a lot of people to be indoctrinated with false 

narratives and lies. After his death, Fidel’s way of ruling 

lived on.
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My family and I lived in fear that we couldn’t speak 

freely due to punishment. We were always hungry 

because of the limited food given to families monthly. 

Life there was getting harder. So, my family decided that 

we deserved better. Our decision was to flee Cuba in 

hope for a life of opportunity and freedom in the United 

States of America.
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My parents knew that the only way to flee Cuba was 

by sea. It was a risky and dangerous plan to head for Key 

West, Florida, which was only 90 miles away. My father 

found some inner tubes and tied them together with 

rope. We only took what we needed which was water, 

little food, and the possessions we could fit into our 

backpacks. It was a scary journey to freedom but I felt 

safe with my parents.
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We made it to Florida, and we have been very happy 

here. We have plenty to eat, and we are no longer living 

in fear. Together, my family and I get to work and help 

out every day at my uncle’s café. Our dreams for a 

better life are coming true and the opportunities here 

are endless.
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One day, I came across a song on Spotify, a music 

streaming platform and was so excited to find out that 

it was about my country, Cuba. This song is called Patria 

y Vida, homeland and life which became an important 

anthem to the Cuban people. The lyrics gave them 

courage which started a movement to get their freedom 

and human rights back after so many years. Enough was 

enough and they are no longer afraid of the leaders and 

the consequences from speaking out.
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This is my family protesting. We wanted our voices 

to be heard and it’s something that my family could do to 

show our support to the people who are still in Cuba. We 

know first hand what they are going though. Now, my 

family and I can do it freely because it is our human right 

here in the United States of America.
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After protesting, I felt really good that I did 

something to help the people of Cuba. My family was 

very proud of me and said that I was very courageous. 

So, I decided to share my experience on the internet. 

It’s called Instagram which can reach millions of people 

including kids my age. I wanted other kids to know that 

they have a voice and can stand for what they believe in 

and show support by sharing through social media.
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Note to the reader: Your voice has more impact than you 

think. Although there will alway be social injustices and 

issues around the world, you can spread awareness to 

make a difference.  

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------


