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   According to Merriam-Webster, school is defined as “an organization 
that provides instruction.” An example of this would be middle school, 
high school, or college. To some, school comes easy. Some people 
love being instructed, doing assignments and the feeling of learning 
something new through organized education. I am not one of those 
people. There are those who don’t like school. There are those who 
struggle to turn in assignments, don’t like the learning structure of 
school, or just dislike school. I am also not one of those people. I am one 
of the few people that hate school. Hate is a strong word. I remember 
when I was young my mom would instruct me not to say the word hate. 
She would say, “Jake, don’t say that you hate something, say that you 
strongly dislike something.” Well mom, I am older now and I hate school. 

   You may be wondering, why is this guy writing about how much he 
hates school for his college senior project. Well, the answer is, without 
the people in my life encouraging me to finish school, I would have 
dropped out years ago. So, this degree for me is a big deal. For someone 
who hates school as much as I do, it is an incredible accomplishment for 
me. 

   Knowing that I would not have finished school without the people 
around me, I decided to dedicate my Senior Project to those who helped 
me accomplish this huge milestone in my life. This book will show the 
reader the many people that made this possible and show you why. This 
book has been formatted in a way that you can learn who the people are 
who have impacted my life. I hope you enjoy it. 

INTRODUCTION



KEVIN 
STOKER

   Professor and Director of the Hank Greenspun 
School of Journalism and Media Studies 
and Interim Chair of the Department of 
Communication Studies at the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas. Kevin Stoker, PhD., is also 
known as dad. My dad really is the biggest 
influence on me graduating college so it is 
very appropriate that he is listed first. My dad, 
for as long as I can remember, has worked for 
universities as a professor or department chair. 
Education to him is extremely important. So as his 
son, the expectation was the same. You need to 
graduate. 

   My dad was there for me when I was ready to drop 
out. He told me that although he would support 
me in my decision, this decision would probably be 
one of my worst decisions ever. Not in that exact 
phrasing. When I took a break from school, my 
dad was the first to remind me the importance of 
finishing. When I went back to school, my dad was 
my biggest supporter. When I struggled with school, 
my dad was right there with me ready to help me 
overcome any trials that stood in my way. It also 
helped that I was a communication major and he 
was the director of UNLV’s journalism department. 
 



TAMMIE 
STOKER
   My mom has always been my number 
one fan. She has always been there for me 
to support me whenever I needed it. She 
and my dad worked hard to help me pay for 
school. She never graduated with a degree 
so she was always the first to tell me how 
important getting one would be. She always 
reminds me of the importance of family 
and how I needed to be able to provide for 
mine and how a degree would help me do 
just that. I really feel like without my mom I 
would not be where I am at today.



ADAM 
STOKER
   Adam is my oldest brother by four minutes. He is the 
owner and CEO of Relic Advertising. He graduated from 
BYU with a degree in advertising. Adam is one of those 
people who know what it takes to be successful. He 
always reminded me that success takes patience. For 
example, one of the times I was ready to drop out of 
school, Adam was there to remind me that although it 
is hard now, it will be worth it in the long run.



SETH 
STOKER
   Seth is Adam’s twin brother. He is a sales manager at 
BambooHR. Seth really taught me how to sell myself. He 
taught me what it takes to make good impressions and 
how you need the experience to back that up. He helped 
me understand how a degree will look to a potential 
employer. He encouraged me to live my dreams but be 
willing to put in the work to do so.



LEAH 
STOKER
   Leah is a powerful single mom. Leah really has 
taught me how to fight through adversity. College 
has proven to not be my strong suit. College is 
extremely challenging for me. Leah helped me 
understand that you can push through challenges 
with a smile on your face.



MEGAN 
STOKER

   Megan Is my sweet wife. She is 
a social media influencer but will 
get mad at me for writing about 
it. The reason I bring this up is 
because of how hard she works at 
it. When Megan came into my life, 
I was going through the motions 
at school. I wasn’t working to my 
full potential. The longer I knew 
Megan the more I saw how hard 
she worked for what she wanted 
and that she succeeded when 
doing so. This showed me that if 
I want a degree, I have to work 
hard even when I don’t want to.



CAMERON 
ROBINS

   Cameron Robinson is the first professor 
that I felt like saw my potential. There 
were many times that I felt like I wouldn’t 
ever measure up to the big filmmakers 
in the industry. I felt like I was wasting 
my time learning something in which I 
didn’t feel like I could succeed. Cameron 
Robinson made me feel otherwise. He 
always encouraged me to do my best and 
reach for more than I thought that I was 
capable of. He was hard on me when I 
fell, but I always knew that he would be 
there to help pick me back up.



CHRISTIAN 
MAWLAM
   Christian Mawlam is one of those 
professors that I was unsure of at first. 
As a Brit, he is a little rougher around the 
edges than your average American. Then 
I took a media business class from him. 
I remember watching his video work and 
being amazed that his brother and him 
could create such amazing footage and 
effects by themselves. He showed me 
what was possible with a degree in video 
production and helped me see a future in 
the industry.



STEPHEN 
HENDERSON

   Stephen Henderson was my writing for 
communication career teacher. To be honest, 
I probably passed his class with the lowest 
possible grade. The reason Steven is on this 
list of people is because he made learning 
fun. Just because I passed with a low grade in 
his class didn’t mean that I didn’t enjoy going 
to his class every week. He made something 
that I hated enjoyable and showed me that I 
could enjoy school.



JACK LABAUGH

   Jack Labaugh is one of my favorite professors. 
Jack was one of my father’s grad students when 
he was a professor. Jack is one of those people 
who really knows his stuff. Jack showed me how 
to face challenges. He showed me how to work 
through things in a professional way and in turn it 
helped me work through challenges in my school 
experience. PHOTO TAKEN FROM INSTAGRAM



ABOUT   AUTHOR
   Jake Stoker is a senior at Brigham 
Young University-Idaho. He will be 
graduating in April 2022 in Video 
Production. Jake grew up in Lubbock 
Texas. He served a mission for the 
Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints in 
Jacksonville Florida. After his mission, 
Jake has bounced from Idaho to Nevada, 
to Utah, and back to Idaho again. Jake 
married Megan Chormicle when he was 
24. They have been married for a little 
more than a year. Jake is very excited 
to be graduating college as school is 
not one of his strong suits. He hopes 
to be an account manager for a video 
company and then he and his wife hope 
to eventually own their own multimedia
business.
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