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Step 1: Gather supplies. All you need is a 
thrifted glass vase, acrylic paint, a paintbrush, 
and baking powder.

Step 5: Apply a coat of the paint and baking 
powder mixture. It will not be perfectly smooth, 
but the more texture, the better! Then, let it dry.

Step 2: Mix the paint you would like to use. 
Light tan and rust create a beautiful  
terracotta color.

Step 6: Once the vase is dry, add a final coat 
of the baking powder mixture. If you add too 
many coats, it will get too thick and crack. 

Step 3: Apply a thin base coat of paint to the 
vase, then let it sit out and dry. This will help 
the thicker layers of paint stick better.

Step 7: Let the vase dry completly before  
using it. Remember, texture on the vase is what 
makes it beautiful!

Step 4: Once the base coat is dry, add about 1/2 
teaspoon of baking powder at a time until the 
paint thickens.

Display your DIY faux terracotta pots around 
your home by filling them with plants or 
candles, or gift one to a friend!

DIY faux terracotta pots
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a movie without pulling out her weaver 
and working on a project. It was her way of 
relaxing after a long day of college classes. 

THE BUS INESS 
S IDE 
Corbin started by making 
wall tapestries for her 
own home. She had 
so much fun making 
them, that she just 
kept making more and 
more! Eventually, she 

had so many wall tapestries, and not enough 
wall space to use them all. Her friends were 
supportive of her and encouraged her to sell 
some of the extra ones that she had made. 

Although skeptical about selling tapestries, 
Corbin finally agreed to open up an Etsy 
shop in 2018. Some of her creations were 
very large and had taken a long time to make, 
resulting in high listing prices. She had a hard 
time believing that anybody would pay her 
prices. But before she could even process 
everything, she had turned her hobby into a 
very successful business.  

After selling a few wall hangings, Corbin saw 
a lot of business opportunities from her skill 
and decided to keep weaving for her Etsy 

Expressing creativity HOW IT BEGAN
Corbin Siebers has always loved to create. 
When she was just a little girl, she would 
watch her father, a 
builder, make beautiful 
furniture and decorations 
for their home. He 
was always building 
something, and Corbin 
seems to have inherited 
those same genes.

Towards the end of her 
college career, 
many of Corbin’s closest friends 
graduated and moved out, leaving her 

alone in a tiny college town. She just 
wanted a new hobby to fill her free 

time. But she never thought a little 
hobby would turn into a business for her.

To fill her free time, Corbin bought her 
first weaving loom and started searching 
Pinterest and Instagram for tutorials. 
Weaving didn’t sound as intimidating to her 
as knitting or crocheting, so it seemed like 
the perfect place to start! Plus, weaving is a 
practice that has been around for a long time, 
but recently started to make a comeback. It 
seemed like the right time to jump on this  
new trend!

LEARNING
Corbin claims that most of her skill can be 
credited to Lyndsey Campbell  
(@hellohydrangea), who is known for her 
weaving tutorials on Instagram. Corbin 
learned everything from Lyndsey’s Instagram 
and even received some of her books as 
holiday gifts to continue learning. 

Weaving quickly became a favorite pastime 
for Corbin. She would never watch TV or 

All About Corbin Siebers And Her 
Endless Creative Projects
Edited by Elise Godfrey
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because it gave her the chance to take risks and 
try new designs. 

NEW PROJECTS
Since closing 
her Etsy shop, 
Corbin has 
stayed busy 
with even 
more crafty 
hobbies. She 
recently 
took on 

quilting 
and 

crocheting. 
Her husband’s 
mom loves 
to knit and 
crochet, and 
even though 
those activities 
intimated 
Corbin a few 

years ago, she is now 
learning and loves it. She 

is currently working on her first crocheted 
project, a baby sweater. 

Corbin was inspired by her grandma to learn 
how to quilt. Her grandma used to make 
quilts for all her grandchildren. Corbin 
always loved the quilts but preferred muted, 
neutral colors over the brightly saturated 
colors and patterns her grandma would use. 

shop. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic kept 
a lot of people locked up at home, opening 
opportunities for many people to redecorate. 
2020 was her best year of sales because of  
the quarantine. 

During this time, Corbin mastered one of the 
hardest techniques in weaving: arches and 
circles. Weaving is all done linearly, so it 
is really difficult to create curved lines. But 
Corbin loves sunsets and wanted to use them 
in her art, so she practiced and practiced until 
it became a strength of hers. 

Wall tapestries can be used in a variety of 
ways, but Corbin’s says they look the cutest in 
baby nurseries, or as part of a gallery wall to 
help break up all the pictures.

Tapestries are not the only thing you can 
weave. Weaving is also great for making 
zipper pouches, custom 
fabric, decorative 
pillowcases, coasters, 
table runners, and 
small towels/rags. 

BEH IND “NAT IVE KNOT”
Corbin decided to name her business “Native 
Knot”, referencing back to her native roots in 
Colorado. Most of her first tapestry designs 
were inspired by her hometown. Now, she has 

taken on a boho style by using muted pink 
and rust-colored yarn and creating sunsets and 
desert scenes. Her favorite part about weaving 
is that “Weaving is like coloring, but better. 
You can have a picture 
or an idea in your 
head and then create 
it completely from 
scratch with yarn. 
It’s just amazing.”

A NEW 
CHAPTER
Unfortunately, Native 
Knot closed its shop 
on Etsy. Corbin started 
working full-time in 
web design and was no longer able to keep 

up with all of her orders. Her 
business was very successful 
during the 3 years that it was 
open. She is grateful for the 
opportunity she had to create 
art for others. However, when 
asked if she would like to pick 
her shop back up again in the 
future, she replied, “I have 
decided to close my business, 
but to keep creating gifts for 
friends 
and family”. 

Running a business can sometimes 
cause added pressure and take the 

fun out of the work. “Every time I 
made something,” Corbin explained, 

“I felt like I had to make something that 
somebody else would enjoy, or something that 
would sell well. It would make me feel boxed 
in, and I hated that”. Corbin feels that her best 
creations are the ones she made without the 
pressure of creating with a business purpose 

She made her first quilt with light pink and 
rust colors, then quilted a pillowcase from the 
same fabric. 

Corbin is having a great time developing these 
crafty skills. She still loves weaving and it will 

always be one of her favorite hobbies. She 
wants to inspire other creators to make 
things that make them happy. Crafting is 
a way of expression, and the best way to 
express yourself is through your 
own creativity. 
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The Varvel family was ready for a change. 
They sold their home in a subdivision 
and moved out to county land. The kids 
wanted animals, so the family bought a 
few goats. Soon enough, the kids wanted 
baby goats, so they bought a mama 
goat. Goats need to be milked daily, and 
Amber Varvel took on the responsibility 
of milking the goat.

Amber is a wife and mother of 4 children. 
When she started milking their goats, 
she started thinking of all the things 
that goat’s milk could be used for. She 
learned about goat’s milk soap and 
decided to give it a try.

The process of making goat soap is very 
complicated. All the measurements are 
very specific and must be perfectly exact 
for the soap to turn out. Along with that, 
timing is everything! Mixing lye with milk 
creates a chemical reaction that causes 
the mixture to get really hot, limiting the 
amount of time to create designs with 
the soap. Amber has to work very quickly 
to create her beautiful masterpieces. 
It takes two and a half hours to create 
a batch of soap, and 
during that time, there 
can be no interruptions. 

After she creates a batch 
of soap, the process 
is only halfway done. 
First, it has to harden 
naturally for at least a few 
days. Once the soap has 
hardened completely, 
Each bar has to be cut. 
The process of cutting 
the soap takes about 30 

minutes for each batch. Then, it is left 
to harden once again. After that, Amber 
shaves every single corner of each bar of 
soap to bevel the edges, then stamps it 
with a Spotless Barn logo. At that point, 
the soap takes 6 weeks to cure before it 
can be sold. 

“It’s like a science project,” Amber 
explains. “But it’s also like baking!” Her 
favorite part of the process is designing 
the soap. She visualizes everything 

from the fragrances to 
colors beforehand. She 
has been making this 
soap for 8 years, and by 
now, she knows what 
fragrances and colors 
mix well. Her husband 
has welded some tools 
that help her do things 
like swirl the colors with 
each other. Each of her 
designs is beautiful and 
unique. 

Amber gets so excited about designing 
soaps, but the health benefits have also 
contributed to her love of making soap 
from goat’s milk. 

Her soaps do not contain any harsh 
chemicals or detergents. The lactic 

acid in the milk provides 
for a better clean and helps 
eliminate impurities in the 
skin. It is also packed with 
vitamins that nourish the skin. 
Goat milk itself is a natural 
moisturizer and softens the 
skin naturally, slowing the 
effects of premature aging. 
It is also great for treating 
acne and can help heal 
skin infections without any 
negative side effects. Amber’s 
soap is great for hands, body, 
face, and even hair! There 
are so many benefits to using 
soap made from goat’s milk.

Amber sells her 
handmade soap on Etsy as 

TheSpotlessBarn, and also manages a 
blog about her soap, lots of DIY projects, 
and delicious recipes. Learn more on the 
Spotless Barn website at 
thespotlessbarn.com.
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Gather materials: Hot glue gun, wooden 
beads, 3mm macrame, and 
embroidery thread

Repeat step 4 with the remaining two 
macrame strands. You can use different 
colors to wrap around the other strands.

Cut the macrame into 3 strands, each 
one a little shorter than the last. This will 
be the frame for the rainbow.

Starting with the inner strand, use the 
hot glue gun to glue each strand to 
each other. 

Tie a loop around the top strand, right in 
the middle. Make sure it is centered. This 
is how the rainbow will hang. 

Add a wooden bead at the top and use 
a comb to separate the macrame at the 
bottom. Trim the edges of the macrame 
so that they are all the same length. 

Wrap embroidery thread around the 
macrame by tying a knot at one end 
and then wrapping it around the whole 
strand. Leave the ends bare.

Hang your rainbow in your car to 
brighten up the rainy days! You could 
also use it as a key-chain or to decorate a 
baby’s room.

  DIY Macrame Rainbow
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HOST A CRAFT NIGHT!
It’s time to get the girls together for a 
craft night! Crafting is a great time to 
chat and bond with friends. 

Macrame rainbows are a fairly simple 
project that anybody can make, 
without needing skills such as sewing or 
crocheting. Use the tutorial on  
pages 20-21  to learn how to make them! 
Get ready for a night of laughter and 
cute crafts!

Cut out these invitations and customize 
them with the event information! Make 
sure to hand them out to your friends, or 
take a picture and send it to them! 
Happy crafting!
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